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Scott Hoffman Black

Scott Hoffman Black is the 
Executive Director of the 
Xerces Society, which under 
his leadership has become the 
premier invertebrate conservation 
organization in North America. 
Xerces’ work has led to the 
protection and restoration of 
habitat on hundreds of thousands 
of acres of rangelands, forests, 
and farmland. He is a co-author of 
the best-selling Attracting Native 

Pollinators and Gardening for 

Butterflies. 

The Impact of Climate Change 

on Biodiversity

Ann Rzepka Budziak

Ann Rzepka Budziak is the 
Horticulturist for the Myrtle S. 
Holden Wildflower Garden at 
Holden Arboretum. In addition 
to regular garden maintenance, 
she collects and propagates 
seed for use within the garden 
and collaborates on projects 
that benefit pollinators and help 
maintain Holden’s commitment 
to the preservation of rare and 
endangered plant species. 
environment.

Propagating Native Plants from 

Seed

Susan Carpenter

Susan Carpenter maintains the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Arboretum’s 4-acre native plant 
garden with the assistance of 
dedicated students and volunteers. 
She provides myriad training 
and educational activities for the 
public on sustainable gardening 
practices, and leads a citizen 
science conservation project that 
documents bumblebees, including 
the endangered rusty-patched 
bumblebee. 

Creating and Maintaining 

Healthy Pollinator Habitat

Sam Droege

Sam Droege has spent most of 
his career at the USGS Patuxent 
Wildlife Research Center, where 
he is a wildlife management 
expert. He has coordinated the 
North American Breeding Bird 
Survey Program, developed 
the North American Amphibian 
Monitoring Program, and is 
currently developing an inventory 
and monitoring program for native 
bees, plus online identification 
guides for North American bees at 
www.discoverlife.org.

Native Bees: Protecting our 

Urban Pollinators

Elisabeth Rothschild

Elisabeth Rothschild worked as 
an environmental specialist with 
the Ohio EPA for ten years, and 
is a board member of the Ohio 
Lepidopterists and Mothapalooza. 
Elisabeth volunteers for a several 
organizations conducting butterfly 
monitoring, moth surveys and 
lectures on pollinators and wildlife 
gardening. She recently completed 
a ten year project restoring a fen in 
her neighborhood park. 

Mothapalooza: 

Pollinators of the Night

Judy Semroc

Judy Semroc is a conservation 
specialist with the Natural 
Areas Division for the Cleveland 
Museum of Natural History and 
has a passion for the natural 
world she shares through guided 
hikes, interpretive programs, 
and photography. She is also 
the founder of Operation Botanic 
Rescue, a volunteer plant 
rescue group, Quail Hollow Land 
Conservancy, and Chrysalis in 
Time, the first Ohio Chapter of 
the North American Butterfly 
Association.

The Beauty and Pollinator 

Benefits of Asters and 
Goldenrods

Przemek Walczak

Przemek Walczak has enjoyed 
a 22 year career in horticulture 
at Chanticleer, one of the most 
exquisite and imaginative 
gardens in the United States, 
near Philadelphia, PA. He began 
his career in horticulture as a 
dendrologist at The Center for 
the Preservation of Historic 
Landscapes in Poland. Walczak 
lectures and teaches workshops 
on native plant gardening, native 
pollinators, ferns, woodland and 
shade gardening, moss gardening 
and spring wildflowers. 

Bell’s Woodland: Creating a 

Native Garden from a Disturbed 

Woodland

Larry Weaner, Keynote

Larry Weaner is an icon in the 
world of ecological landscape 
design, and founder of the 
educational series “New Directions 
in the American Landscape.” His 
firm, Larry Weaner Landscape 
Associates, is known for combining 
ecological restoration with 
traditions of fine garden design. 
LWLA has received the Lady 
Bird Johnson Environmental 
Award, and the New England 
Wildflower Society landscape 
design award for use of native 
plants in exceptional and distinctive 
landscapes.

Small-scale Residential 

Design: Living in the Liberated 

Landscape
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