
Ohio Certified 
Volunteer Naturalist

2nd Annual
Statewide Conference

March 6-7,  2009

at
The Wilderness Center

Wilmot, Ohio

The Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist 
Program is a community -based natural re-
source education and volunteer program. 
The program includes training and service 
under the statewide network of Ohio State 
University Extension.

Volunteers receive certification with 40 
hours of instruction along with 40 hours 
of volunteer service on an approved com-
munity service project or program benefit-
ing natural resource education or environ-
mental stewardship. Volunteers maintain 
certification on an annual basis by com-
pleting 8 additional hours of advanced 
training and 20 service hours. 

State Program Website
www.ocvn.osu.edu

OSU Extension embraces human diversity and is committed to 
ensuring that all educational programs conducted by Ohio State 
University Extension are available to clientele on a nondiscrimi-
natory basis without regard to race, color, age, gender identity or 
expression, disability, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, 
or veteran status.  Keith L. Smith, Associate Vice President for 
Agricultural Administration and Director, OSU Extension TDD 
No. 800-589-8292 (Ohio only) or 614-292-1868

The Inn at Amish Door is 2 miles 
from TWC in Wilmot. 330-359-7996. 
Rates start at $115/night

Ramada Limited is 8 miles from 
TWC in Strasburg. 330-878-1400. We 
have reserved a block of 15 double 
occupancy non-smoking rooms. Rate 
is $68.99(including tax)/room if re-
served by Feb 6. Mention The Wilder-
ness Center for this rate. 

Registration (Deadline Feb. 20)

Cost: $40 - includes lunch, snacks, and all material

(no refunds after Feb. 28)

Please list your first and second choice for each session.

9:00-10:30 __Birding Activities for Kids
  __Animal Tracking
  __Nature Sketching
  __Ohio Geology & Fossils

10:45-11:45 __Breeding Bird Atlas II
  __Creating Programs
  __Stream Quality Monitoring
  __Butterfly ID & Monitoring

1:45-3:15 __Aquatic Insects
  __Ohio Fungus
  __Invasive Plants & Control
  __Reconnecting Youth 

3:30-4:30 __ODNR resources
  __Amphibian Monitoring
  __OCVN Coordinators
  __Keys to Powerful Interpretation

Will you be attending Friday night?  Y   N

Please select your lunch choice from Panera Bread

    Asiago Roast Beef     Bacon Turkey Bravo
    Mediterranean Veggie     Tuna Salad
    Ham & Swiss      Italian Combo

Name____________________________________
Address__________________________________
City, State, Zip_____________________________
County_______________
Phone__________________________
email____________________________________

Please make check payable to OSU Extension

Return Registration to:  OSU Extension, Holmes Co.
            7368 CR 623
            Millersburg, OH 44654

Conference Website
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Conference Host:
The Wilderness Center

Contact Information: 
Carrie Elvey, Naturalist

The Wilderness Center, Inc.
PO Box 202

Wilmot, OH 44689

Phone: 877-359-5235
Fax: 330-359-7898

e-mail: carrie@wildernesscenter.org

www.wildernesscenter.org



Conference Agenda

Friday, March 6
6:15  Registration
6:30  ODNR activities
8:00  Astronomy Program by 
    TWC astronomy club

Saturday, March 7
8:00  Registration
8:45  Greeting

9:00  Concurrent Sessions
  ~Birding with Kids  
  ~Animal Tracking  
  ~Nature Sketching/Journaling 
  ~Ohio Geology and Fossils

10:45  Concurrent Sessions
  ~Breeding Bird Atlas II
  ~Creating Programs
  ~Stream Quality Monitoring
  ~Butterfly ID & Monitoring

12:00  Lunch 

12:45  Keynote – Dr. Herb Broda

1:45  Concurrent Sessions
  ~Aquatic Insects 
  ~Ohio Fungus 
  ~Invasive Plants & Their Control 
  ~Reconnecting Youth with Nature 
  
3:30  Concurrent Sessions
  ~ODNR resources
  ~Amphibian Monitoring
  ~OCVN coordinators
  ~Keys to Powerful Interpretive Programs

denotes program with outdoor component

Friday Evening
Join us for a fun, action-filled evening full of games 
and activities from Project Wet, Project Wild, and 
Project Learning Tree. Afterwards, join the TWC 
Astronomy Club for a planetarium show and, if the 
night is clear, star gazing.

9:00 Concurrent Sessions

Birding with Kids -Marilyn Rehm. Includes a vari-
ety of tips and tricks for an activity-oriented hike to 
help children learn more about birds. Followed by a 
hands-on introduction to bird banding.

Animal Tracking - Ken Schlegel, TWC Naturalist. 
Learn to identify animal tracks and track patterns. 
Includes a tracking hike. 

Nature Sketching/Journaling -Jim Pryor, artist and 
OCVN graduate. Students will learn to record ob-
servations through sketching. Primarily for the non 
artists, however artists will be able to improve their 
skills by revisiting the basics.
 
Ohio Geology & Fossils - Lynda Price, TWC Natu-
ralist. We will cover the geologic history of Ohio and 
review the types of rocks found in our state. Learn 
where to look for fossils and how to identify the 
most common types.

10:45 Concurrent Session

Breeding Bird Atlas II, Aaron Boone, Project Co-
ordinator. Learn about the Atlas project and how you 
can help. For more information about this program, 
visit www.ohiobirds.org/obba2/.

Creating Programs - Chuck Jakubchak, OCVN 
graduate. This workshop will discuss the steps to 
creating a program for the public, covering idea gen-
eration, selecting and researching topics, and finding 
the best photographs to supplement your presenta-
tion.

Stream Quality Monitoring -Billie Jagers & Greg 
Marvin, SQM Coordinators. Learn the importance 
of stream monitoring, become familiar with the pro-
tocol, and learn how you can become involved.

Butterfly ID and Monitoring Program - Lynda 
Price, TWC Naturalist. Learn to identify common 
Ohio butterflies and become familiar with the Ohio 
Lepidopterist butterfly monitoring protocol.

Keynote Address
“Plugged In but Tuned Out: The Need to 

Reconnect with Nature” by Dr. Herb Broda
As reflected in his book, Schoolyard-Enhanced 
Learning, Herb has a real passion for the use of 
outdoors as a teaching tool.  He is an associate 
professor of education in the Department of Cur-
riculum and Instruction at Ashland University, 
where he teaches both graduate and undergraduate 
courses with an emphasis on middle school educa-
tion, instructional methods, and outdoor/experien-
tial education. 

1:45 Concurrent Session

Aquatic Insects - Carrie Elvey, TWC Naturalist. 
Identify the groups of aquatic macro invertebrates 
common in Ohio’s Ponds. Take a hike to look for 
these critters in TWC’s small pond.

Ohio Fungus - David Miller - retired Biology pro-
fessor, Oberlin College. Davd has taught a course 
on The Fungi for many years. Learn to identify this 
often overlooked group.

Invasive Plants & Their Control - Gary Popotnik, 
TWC Land Stewardship Director. Identify invasive 
plant threats in Ohio and learn what you can do to 
control their spread.

Reconnecting Youth With Nature - Sharon 
Strouse, Assistant Professor, The Ohio State Univer-
sity. “Passion is lifted from the earth itself by the 
muddy hands of the young; it travels along grass-
stained sleeves to the heart”- Richard Louv. Learn 
how volunteer naturalists and youth educators, from 
New York to Alaska, are breaking the  cycle of non-
engagement with nature.

3:30 Concurrent Sessions

ODNR Resources - Jen Dennison, Wildlife Educa-
tion Coordinator, ODNR-Division of Wildlife. Dis-
cover the incredible resources that the Ohio Division 
of Natural Resources has available for use in your 
programming.

Amphibian Monitoring - The Ohio Frog Call Sur-
vey and Salamander Monitoring programs are won-
derful ways to get involved in citizen science pro-
grams. Learn about both of these protocols and the 
common amphibians of Ohio. 

OCVN Coordinators - J.P. Lieser, OSU Extension. 
Meet with other OCVN coordinators to discuss pro-
gramming, curriculum, and share ideas.

Keys to Powerful Interpretive Programs -Louise 
Fleming, Professor of Education.  This presentation 
will introduce and explain keys to developing pow-
erful interpretive programs, including time to devel-
op your own program ideas. Bring an idea to work 
on or find an artifact to use.

Please bring your own coffee 
mugs and water bottles.

&
Don’t forget to dress for the 

weather!


